vBoss TU-88 MICRO MONITOR & TUNER

Owner’s Manual

Thank you, and congratulations on your choice of the BOSS TU-88 MICRO MONITOR &
TUNER.

Before using this unit, carefully read the sections entitled: “USING THE UNIT SAFELY” and
“IMPORTANT NOTES” (supplied on a separate sheet).

These sections provide important information concerning the proper operation of the
unit. Additionally, in order to feel assured that you have gained a good grasp of every
feature provided by your new unit, this manual should be read in its entirety. The
manual should be saved and kept on hand as a convenient reference.

As shipped, the TU-88's battery is not yet installed. Be sure to read the section “Changing
the Battery,” and then follow the instructions to install the battery.

Copyright © 2008 BOSS CORPORATION

All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced in any form
without the written permission of BOSS CORPORATION.

Battery Compartment
(bottom of the unit)
Insert a 6F22/6LR61 (9 V) type battery.

& METRO
Selects the Metronome mode and
starts/stops the metronome sound.

“I"TUNER
Switches the Tuner mode.

(D(Power button)
Switches the power on and off.

DCIN jack
Connect the AC adaptor
(optional BOSS PSA series) >§ |

here.
Display
""&VOLUME ————@
Sets the volume of the metronome
sound and the reference tone.

() PHONES/LINE—————@
Connect this output jack to
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headphones or the input of a
line-level device such as a mixer.
INPUT jack
Connect an
«) (Sound button) — | instrument
This switches the reference tone's sound or to be tuned here.
metronome sound on and off. MIX IN jack

Connect the output from
a line-level device here.

SEL
Each press of this button switches among

functions in the sequence described below. PHONES VOLUME
Adjusts the output level to
Tuner mode: Tuning mode - Flat feature - the PHONES/LINE jack.
Reference Pitch Speaker

Metronome mode: Rhythm Style - Beat - Tempo This plays the metronome sound,

the reference tone, and the Accu-

Y (Down)/ A (Up) Pitch sound.
These change various settings.
TAP Sounds arriving at the INPUT jack,

Set the metronome's tempo by tapping
this button in time with the beat.
Built-in Mic
Use this when tuning acoustic instruments.

Position the mic as closely as possible to the instrument.

MIX IN jack, and the built-in mic are
not played through the speaker.

DI To prevent malfunction and/or damage to speakers or other devices,
always turn down the volume, and turn off the power on all devices before
making any connections.

Once the connections have been completed, turn on power to your guitar
amp or other amplification system last. By turning on devices in the wrong
order, you risk causing malfunction and/or damage to speakers and other

devices.
Tuner Screen Metronome Screen
Tuning Mode Tuning Guide Tempo Guide
CHROMATIC: These show how close you are to the Flashes in time with the metronome
Allows tuning of any of the twelve target pitch. tempo.
pitches in the chromatic scale. »B= Lights: pitch is flat (low)
GUITAR: ~=1+# Lights:pitch is sharp (high) » B Lights: downbeat
Allows tuning by guitar string | b B= ~<1# Light simultaneously: ~=1 # Lights: upbeats
number. N in tune(+ 3 cents) , N ,
BASS:
Allows tuning by bass guitar
string number. Tem)
po
’ = (30-250)
( Note Name/ |
String Number T
The display changes according "l”'l’l'-l'Hz ) ', 4 0 J= ,,:1,'_,'
to the tuning mode. ~Accu-;lk:h Lt 3
CHROMATIC: T
Indicates the note name
and octave. bENT )
GUITAR/BASS: {
Indicates the string number Needle
\_2nd note name. Moves in time with the
( Flat Feature 1empo. N
You can tune an instrument to a pitch lower than Beats
regular tuning.You can set this within the range This indicates the current beat of a
of b(one semitone lower) through bbbbb (five semi- Rhythm Style as it's playing.
tones or two and a half steps lower). With the
\ regular setting, bband bbb alternately flash.

Rhythm Style Number
This indicates the rhythm style number
(the way the metronome sound) that you
choose.

Meter
This shows the difference in pitch from the indicated note name
or string number.
f e Pitch
The frequency of the A4 ptich (the middle A on a piano keybord)
that is used in tuning for performances is called the "reference pitch."

Eighth rest and
O:J Quarternote  1:Y ¢’ eighth note

]

z;ﬂ Eighth note  3: m Triplet
=

Accu-Pitch fi
This indicates whether the Accu-Pitch feature is on (displayed) or
off (not shown).

Sixteenth ) S
mote 6 J J)J jJ J i 7. 1 b

4 mTriplet with center rest
[5

Clave-based pattern 3-2 Clave-based pattern 2-3 Y,

Il How to Use the Tuner
(Normal Use-CHROMATIC Mode)

1. Connect the instrument to be tuned to the INPUT jack.
If you're tuning an acoustic instrument, use the built-in mic instead. To use the mic,
make sure that nothing is connected to the INPUT or OUTPUT jacks, and place the
TU-88 near the instrument.
* To prevent malfunction and/or damage to speakers or other devices, always turn down the volume,
and turn off the power on all devices before making any connections.

2. Press[()] (Power button) to switch the power on.
3. Press['"TUNER] to switch the tuner mode.

Press [SEL], then press [¥] [A] to choose the tuning mode
(CHROMATIC, GUITAR, or BASS).
In CHROMATIC mode, the TU-88 automatically displays note names and string
numbers as you play them on your instrument. Most of the time, you'll find that
CHROMATIC is the most convenient mode to use.
If you wish to tune by specifying the string number first, use GUITAR or
BASS mode.
5. If you've selected GUITAR or BASS, press [V] or [A] to choose the

string number you want to tune.

6. If necessary, press [SEL] with [¥] and [ A] to make settings for Flat
tuning and/or the reference pitch.

7. Play a single note on the instrument.
If you're using GUITAR or BASS mode, play the selected string number open (un-
fretted). The note name/string number for the note that is playing appears in the
display.
The meter and Tuning Guide show how far the note is from the correct pitch.

Tune the instrument.

With the intended note name/string number appearing in the display, tune the
instrument so that both .= and —a: of the Tuning Guide are lit, and the meter
needle points to 0 (center position).

When the Accu-Pitch feature is on, the tuner makes a beeping sound when the note
is stabilized at the correct pitch, informing you that the note is in tune.

Hl Using the Metronome

1. Press[()] (Power button) to switch the power on.
2. Press|[Z METRO] to select Metronome mode.
Each press of [ & METRO] switches the metronome on or off.
3. Asdesired, press [SEL] and use [¥] and [ A] to make settings for the

rhythm style, beat, and tempo.
You can tap in the desired metronome tempo with [TAP].

[l TU-88 Settings
Changing the Reference Pitch for Tuning

1.
2.

Press [/ TUNER] to select Tuner mode.
Press [SEL] three times.

The reference pitch flashes.

Press[V¥]or[ A] to set the frequency.
Press [SEL] again.

This completes the setting. The displayed reference pitch stops flashing and
remains steadily lighted.

Flat Tuning (Flat Feature)

1.

2.

Press ['{" TUNER] to select Tuner mode.

Press [SEL] twice.

Press [¥] or [A] to set the number of flats (the number of flat

semitones) you want.

When L and bbb flash in alternation, it indicates regular tuning (the Flat
feature is off).

Press [SEL] twice.

This completes the setting. The displayed b stops flashing and remains steadily
lighted.

Playing the Reference Tone

oisoss TU-88 MICRO MONITOR & TUNER

EREHEASE

ZDfeUlF. BOSS Y4 o0 - EZ5— & Fa1—F—TU-88ZHEWL
LFOVWEEFRUT, FTECHDHEDITETVFT,
CO#EEZIELLS<BREVLZELTeIC. SERARICHIT (22 LD
AR & MERLEDTER] ZRI<BHIH<IES V. Fleo TOHEED
BNfctaeZ + 0 CEBUVCRE DT, BIREGIHEZE K <BFd#<
ZEV, BURSBAZEMNELEEICTSICRDTENTED LD, F
[CBVTLZE L,

HEVLLEITE. BhEEy hSNTHEDERA. #F [EHRTIROULH
fel [CUfep o CEBtEZ Y bLTLEEL,

© 2008 RAKAEL ABDO—E. BLLBI2EZEMTES - iHl
TR EZRELET,

"I"TUNER — Eitiw o 2 (KHE)

Fa—F OB FT. 9VeZEO0BPIEEANET

O (@it >) r I N
RS> AT ARO/— I BERY—k/ AbvILET,
DC INUvwo

BOSS PSAVYT5—7%
EinlLE g,

F4RATA

v
NI2a

TJSv bk - Fa——U0%93 (T3 MMEEE)

1.
2.
3.

4.

[+ TUNER] Z#HUTFa1—F—ICUDEEZF I,

[SEL] Z2EHULET.

[v] [aA] Z#LT. HEDT Sy MIICRELE T,

b E bbb DXBEREDEEE, LF1S5— Fa—UF (T3 Mg
B4 7)) Z#RUEFI.

BE [SEL] #Z2@#LFET,

BEERTUET. L DRERREIRIICEDDE T,

BEBZIESY

1.
2.

3

2] (WO R) ZBLT. BEFZERESLET,

[v] FfelE [a] ZHBUT, BhEVER ZBESEZRELF T,
T4 AT VA CRRENCER /HESDENED T,

CHROMATIC
E— R
GUITAR E— RBF |[7BH'S 1E FTORBGZDOEESENEDFT,
BASS E— RE LB H'5 HC F CORRGEDOREESENIBDF T .
Fle. Iov bk - Fa——VIKEFZOREICEDE T, EKEIOEENE(LFET,
%;ﬁ%@%%q:lah Fa1—ZVIRFTEFETAN (A—F—FBITFE

BZELHDICEBE [+] ZHULET,

. 128 (C4 ~B4) DEEENBOFT,

ey
HC

W BRI

1. Press[«](Sound button) to play the reference tone. o B VOLUME E
2. P i i s i—— . .
ress [¥] or [ A] to specify the note name or string number you want x);[:t/ :‘/:‘EE'&,?& >—n i EtEABOEEDOYDSNER S (A — k- /00— - T
BEBOEEZRELERT
T e 5 PHONES/LINE ——| - WA AT/ (C L, BEDM S VRN SABREETIH
The sound of the note name/string number shown in the display is played. () PHONES/LINE - g S Sl AR VIcUletk, BBOMYVRENSAIDIR Hloi
‘ kit AR 30 SLLHBAT HE. BBNICERNA JICHDFT.
(MEMO) E3o o N . P — . b Aoy [ —
CHROMATIC mode: | You can play any of the twelve notes in the chromatic scale (C4-B4). 7_'- I\ }\'j jj%ﬁb&m‘}blha—%
GUITARmode: | The pitch of the selected open string (7B to 1E) is played. INPUTY vy o [v] & [A] ZEBICIHUEESR [O] (POWER) ZHUTCEREZZ V/ICT
s _ [Theprer fre lced oo g e MOl WITIKS) e BE Tk )= FIBEIHEZ A
) o hep played s ad) ob. A ThEOREE i B, BEORECEREANDE. F— k- 80— - F THEEZEMIHD
When you're using Sound mode, tuning cannot be performed using the - ° MIX IN~‘"° N ESC
built-in mic (the built-in mic is disabled). I SE&LL){—FUJJI\E?JGJJD**" 54)%;%1;&Jgﬁb§@ Fo—USETEETHSES (P41l y Filis
3. Press[«)] (Sound) to stop playing the reference tone. g-g’% - 8 B PHONES VOLUME — E = - =
= °_}_ p— pr— = YRR DS B R Fa—ZJ b?u%ﬁ%%%b‘?i%\b?i 3 v FQ%’E(CADTC&‘EI&;
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B Useful Features RIS e g2, 23 T LR DRCIanET ety | BUMCART. TO08
AO/—=LFEUZXLRY A )V—=E—~—>F M AE—h— - " °
. . . . ° & % 5=
Preventing Battery Drain If You Forget to Switch Off the | vy (5v2) a7y éﬁiz%i‘?f;” +a 7¥1E Y FREEERY BHMICTD
Power (Auto Power Off Feature) f‘;%ﬁﬁ@%bﬁo e [+ TUNER] U (O] (BRRYY) %ML TERES VICLET,
- - — — e Ey—— COBRMEZETDICUICTF AEY FHREENA Y /AT UER T 7F a8y FH
When the TU-88 is turned on and powered by a battery, the power is turned off iﬁf(fﬁbb‘?#ﬁ‘g"tsXI\D/—A(DTJ/‘T'\’@': FH—EFHAETNFE A, J;ﬁ%b“ﬁ@@tilaﬂ 2Lz /-\SCU—F’itCh DERENET. WHDE
automatically if approximately 30 minutes passes without any button being FRECEFT, FFERSNETA
pressed. A1 X — e °
L P OA—RAT v IRREF1—_V IS HEETHERLET . —_ 4
Deactivating the Auto Power Off Feature RAOECEBDROERIGI DI TS, I N I — R [
e —— — | AERRTBEEINPUTI v IR BEALE TN, g?hﬁ%ﬁiﬁ@\ﬂ(ﬁ< <. BT JIcUCBLITOsEzEEL
ou can temporarily deactivate the Auto Power Off feature when you power up the T 88 Lz - - PR = - R
TU-88. To do so, simultaneously hold down [¥] and [ 4] while you press [()] gmﬁ%ﬁg,}f@%g%@ﬁé%gfﬁﬁg tﬁg{%ggfggﬁé fz _ e =
o e Power IE\LJ <EELIED, 5 - 71‘/77;&‘,03 : F]&E?‘i(‘?’h)\ Ct <;“—“ F Z Eiﬁiﬁgsﬁ’gmmc / CHROM/ﬂ|c:|:1ﬁﬂjmgj
i i i mt U/ DO, - EERIFER R | I [= 1—ZVJ - -E—R
Ifsjall\l:\}:yPower Off feature is always enabled when you switch on the power in the F0, FIEEBER B . BEER LIEh AL —H—15E BT B GUITAR  BASS) (&=
' BNHHOET . L2 10 S 440Hz _
Using a Tone to Indicate Tuning is Completed YOUR - E-RCHEINSER CHROMATIC: C4 / GUITAR: BE /
; Fa—F—EE RO/~ LEE , BASS: 4E
(Accu-Pitch Feature) FEIC Y TR )
F1—-=UI-E—R Fa1—=VIHAK FURHAAR IS5y b - Fa—ZVIKRE 47 (0
When the Accu-Pitch feature is on, a beeping sound is played when the pitch of the CHROMATIC Fo——VHDEREETLET, XRO—LDFVRICahET T—r JNO— - T OREE E=Eo]
instrument you're tuning stabilizes within a range of three cents above or below EECLCEREFAD | | e RRLET. FUR 120
the correct pitch. This sound tells you that the pitch is in tune. GJ?EEng - u%ﬂ:b"y}fﬁ%u e ST O Ezr/i R 2 (4 HER)
i i -Pij FH-DFEESTF1—= | v =a# FEESUTEYFH s RUTE—hDSER
Switching the Accu-Pitch Feature On and Off eass. X B CB AN . ) EBOERONT &, INTORESTHHEROREICROFT,
1. Hold down [++TUNER] and press [()] (Power button) to switch the R DREST o .
power on. F2l S enss. - u f/ﬂ’)&m@ Lhe e
Whenever this operation is carried out, the Accu-Pitch feature is switched on or off. T sl ' " (30~250) Eg‘ﬁ?‘g?é_; <D t? 1—=27- 7]{;73\@
When the Accu-Pitch feature is enabled, Accu-Pitch appears in the display. Nothing }J—E—Jﬁ‘-fj\“{:mu BICRBELET. COEER. IICEME
is displayed when the feature is deactivated. TERDELET. Y s S SR L /1198 ""’,J' 0 - b L TLIEE L,
N ATI~ 1 - Accu-Pitch - ; 9 = © « = -
Memory Feature CHROMATIC: - ® 0 b 2511‘7&%1&3%[3\“ /\;Kibb\ﬁﬁ’zié L/ZEM/\J:D
y = : — : BELATS—TREn [C. ZENVHRED EICBNT IS,
Once a battery is installed in the TU-88, the following settings can be stored in GUITAR/BASS (] PENT [ 1. XREAEEOEMHMRY IADAHIN—%
memory, where they'll be preserved even while the power is turned off. HESEERERRUE A O = oo
Removing the battery returns the TU-88 to its original factory settings. - FURICEDECEIE %)_PEN DHMICRAS A FETETRIFR
(OSyhFa—=vo F9. °
Setting Original factory settings BEOF1——25 (LF25—F1——V) &b = N\ .
Tuning mode setting CHROMATIC L ARy et TE]ZE(E?, PR —— BVERZERDHULET,
(CHROMATIC, GUITAR, or BASS) b (HEZFIF) ~ bbbbb (2,58 FIF) DEFEICHET BB CREMIENET " S T A 2 3
Reference pitch 0z FFT,LAI5—Fa— IO b 1 SDEDEE J R UERDH LL) 006P fegzEittetzy fLET,
Note name selected in Sound mode CHROMATIC: C4, GUITAR: 6, BASS: 4E ) (UL ZICILES ) EO@EE (+,/—) ZEREZ VLS ITEELEY,
Accu-Pitch feature setting ON (enabled) HA—=5— - — BAUZ _ SEN TR I - .
Flat tuning setting (number of semitonss) | 0 (off Z;a;m;;g%g@%{:w%m}@z%ﬁmﬂe At 4, BHRYIADAN—ZTEDICEAUFET,
Tempo 120 ELy
BRERICEEDSRELDALDEIRH O: YER) 1Y o (BOKRFSDER
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B Changing the Battery ' " S a7 ermamenEm) |08 (41860RY || @ibdEm |HEANHICSS CREDSI
The tuning guide flashes when the battery begins to (5‘ m GenEm & D D D Y E\ D., vy DD D BHAEKwWF |A4 (435~ 446Hz) S E gj)o.rgm(w) X 79.5 (D) X 30.1
run down. ' =N (OZ—ROEX)(F— 3-2) (OS—ROEFR)(F— 2-3) SR =y < = TEoth Ao gy
Replace the battery as soon as possible. ° '/ J RERRIEREE |+ 1 ‘t/ B~ BE 1 99g (EZEHESD) ]
* When turning the unit upside-down, place it on a soft cloth or % . 9—_ =~ a“ lJb\ r__ EiR #®5t 006P fz (DC TE@ ?ZE/:TE OOBF;&Z\ (9V_2“(1‘/7j .
the like so as to prevent damage to the panel. i—=2 0) (= i 9V). BO?i PSA 7% W?ﬁ?ﬁiﬂi%;?ii@d&% CfERALE
1. Open the battery compartment (located 1. Fa—ZVJFBEEZINPUT Vv v IICERLED, e 75— (BIFE) DTERFSY
on the bottom of the unit) by sliding the PA—RT 4 v IRBDF1—_VICIEARBEYA VZFERLEITDT, HEER | S0mA
IV - R/ S EKED T = N Ny — = N
cover toward OPEN. I?EIEZELLJ\TTQ ?L_JJLF\’UT I v IICIIABERELENT, KEOELIC TU-88 BB RONRIFHURBDICHICFELFLEET HHEANHD XTI,
= [SYaR ALY
2 f:m:‘a’ft:‘:n‘t"d battery from the battery 2. [0] (BERYY) ®BEUCERESVICLET, OI30SS RABE R = ——
. — - Products of Roland L= pes=
3. Insertafresh 6F22 (9 V) battery. - [+TUNER] ZRLTF 3 —7—Ict]b %Zim . g | OFREEG AERENSTEMERES
* Make sure the “+” and "-" terminals of the battery are oriented correctly. 4. [SEL] #Z#U. [v] [A] C. Fa—=VT -E—R (CHROMAT|C ; - > BTV EEBHIRI HODTT .
4. Slide the cover of the battery compartment back into place. / GUITAR / BASS) #REU'Fd, R SRR
] ORISR ), Fe R
BEEIIEBNICER, KESZRNI & [CHROMATIC (F— kK- 20O%F v z DRI FEETRR S

B Specifications

Tuning Range

EO0 (20.6Hz) -
C8(4,186.0Hz)

Expected battery | Approximately 8 hours
life under contin- | This figure will vary depending on the
uous use (carbon) | actual conditions of use.

Reference Pitch | A4 (435-446Hz) Dimensions 140.0 (W) x79.5 (D) x 30.1 (H) mm
5-9/16 (W) x 3-3/16 (D) x 1-3/16 (H) inches
Tuning +1cent Weight 190 g, 7 oz (including battery)
Accuracy
Power Supply | Dry battery 6F22/6LR61 Accessories Dry battery 6F22 (9 V) type (carbon),

Owner’s Manual, Leaflet (“USING THE UNIT
SAFELY” and “IMPORTANT NOTES"), Infor-
mation

(9V) type
AC adaptor DC 9V (PSA
series; optional)

Current Draw

30mA

* Intheinterest of product improvement, the specifications and/or appearance of this unit are subject to
change without prior notice.
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